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which might command a far larger mind than mine, and better
words than I can gather now. Let me echo again and again the
one sentiment I wish for all to receive, which is just this. We
are so vile that our vileness is beyond ouri own comprehension,
but nevertheless, the blood of Christ hath infinite efficaey, and
he that believeth in the Lord Jesus is saved, be his sins ever so
many, but he that believeth not must be lost, be his sins never
o few,

God bless you all, for Christ’s sake. Awgw.

SERMON XVI

NONE BUT JESUS

[Ox Sunday morning, Feb. 17,1861, Mr. Spureron delivered
the following discourse in Exeter Hall, and iu the evening preach-
ed the following sermon, from the same text, at New Purk Street
Chapel. This one, the author states, « has been translated for
the aborigines of New Zealand, and some thousands have been
distributed. The reading of it in Avckland, New Zealand, hax
led to several conversions among Europeans and natives” A
testimony most gratifying, and for which all true Christians
should thank God.]

“He thet believeth on him is not condemned,”-—Jonw, iii. 18

Tur way of salvation is stated in Scripture in the very plaim.

‘est terms, and yet, perhaps, there is no truth about which more

errors have been uttered, than concerning the faith which saves
the soul. . Well has it been proved by experience, that all duc-
trines of Christ are mysteries—-mysteries, not so much in them-
selves, but becanse they arve hid.to them that are lost, in whom
the God of this world hath blinded their eyes. So plain is Serip-
ture, that one would have said, “ He thut runs may read;” but
8o dim is man’s eye, and so warred is his understanding, that
the very simplest truth of Scripture he distorts and misrepre-
sents, And indeed, my brethren, even those who know what
faith is, personally and experimentally, do not always find it easy
to give a good definition of it. They think they have hit the
mark, and then afterwards they lament that they have failed.
Exerting themselves to describe some one part of faith, they
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find they have forgotten another, and in their earnestness to de-
liver the poor sinner out of one mistake, they often lead him in-
to another. So that I think ! may say that, while faith is the
simplest thing in all the world, yet it is.one of the most difficult
upon which to preach, because, from its very importanee, our

soul begins to tremble while speaking of it, and then we are not-

able to deseribe it so clearly as we would. ‘

I'intend this morning, by God’s help, to put together sundry
thoughts upon faith, each of which I may have uttered in your
hearing at different times, but which have not been collected into
one sermon before, and which, T have no doubt, have been misun-
derstood from the want of their having been put together in their
proper consecutive order. [ shall speak alittle on each of these
points: fivst, the object of faith, to what it looks; next, the rea-
son of faith, whenee it comes; thirdly, the ground:of fuith, or
what it wears when it comes; fourthly, the warrant of fuith, or
why it dares to come to Christ; and fifthly, the result of Jaith,
or how it speeds when it doth come to Christ.

1. First, THE 0BYEOT OF FAITH, or to what faith looks.

1 am told in the Word of God to believe—What am I to be.
lieve? [am bidden to look—to what am I to look? What is
to be the object of my hope, belief, and confidence? The reply
is simple. The object of faith, to a sinner, is Christ Jesus. How
many make & mistake about this, and think they are to believe
on God the Father! Now, belief in God is 4 result of faith in
Jesus. We come to believe in the eternal love of the Father
as the result of trusting the precious blood of the Son. Many
men say, “ I would believe in Christ if 1 knew that T were elect.”
This is coming $o the Father, and no man ean come to the Fath-
crexcept by Christ. [t is the Father’s work to elect; you can-
not come direetly to him, therefore you cannot know your elec-
tion until first you have believed on Christ the Redeemer, and
then through redemption you can approach the Father and know
your election. Some, too, make the mistake of looking to-

the work oi God the Holy Spirit. They look within to see if -

they have certain feelings, and if they find them their faith is
strong, but it their feelings have departed from them, then their
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faith is weak, so that they look to the work of the Spirit which
is not the object of a sinner’s faith. Both the Father and the
Spirit must be trusted in order to complete redemption, but for
the particular merey of justification and pardon, the blood of the
Medinter is the only plea. Christians have to trust the Spirit
after conversion, but the sinner’s business, if he would be saved,
ig not with trusting the Spirit, nor with looking to the Spirit, but

looking to Christ Jesus, and to him alone. I know your salvation

depends on the whole Trinity, but yet the first and immediate
object of a sinner’s justifying faith is neither God the Father nor
God the Holy Ghost, but God the Son, incarnate in human flesh,
end offering atonement for sinners.

Hast thou the eye of faith? Then, soul, look thou to Christ
as God. If thou wouldst be saved, believe him to be God over
all, blessed forever. Bow before him, and accept him as being

“ Very God of very God,” for if thou do not, thou hast no part
C'in him, 'When thou hast this believed, believe in him as man.

Believe the wondrous story of his incarnation; rely apon the
testimony of the evangelists, who declare that the Infinite was
robed in the infant, that the Eternal was concealed within the
mortal ; that he who was King of heaven became a servant of
servants and the Son of man. Believe and admire the mystery
of his inearnation, for unless thou believest this, thou canst not
be saved thereby. Then, specially, if thou wouldst be saved, let
thy faith behold Christ in his perfect righteousness. See him
keeping the law without blemish ; obeying his Father without
error; preserving his integrity without flaw. All this thou art
to consider as being done on thy behalf. Thou couldst not keep
the law, he kept it for thee. Thou couldst not obey God perfeetly
~lo! his obedience standeth in the stead of thy obedience—Dby it
thou art saved. DBut take care that thy faith mainly fixes itself
upon Christ as dying and as dead. View the Lamb of God as
dumb before his shearers; view him as the man of sorrows and
ncquainted with grief; go thou with him to Gethsemane, and
behold him sweating drops of blood. Mark, thy faith has noth-
ing to do with anything within thyself; the object of thy faith
is nothing within thee, but a something without thee. DBe
lieve on him then, who on yonder tree with nailed hands
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and feet, pours out his life for sinners.: There is the object
of thy falth for justification; mnot in thyself, nor in anything
which the Holy Spirit has done in thee, or anything he has pro-
mised to do for thee; but thou art to look to Chrlst and to
Christ Jesus alone. Then let thy faith behold Chrst ag rising
Jrom the dead, See him—he has borne the curse, and now he
receives the justification. He dies to pay the debt; he rises
that he may nail the hand writing of that discharged debt to the
cross, See him ascending up on high, and behold him this day
pleading before the Father's throne. Ha is there pleading for
his people, offering up to-day his authoritative petition for all
that come to Gtod by him. Aud he, as God, as man, as living,
as dying, as rising, and as reigning above-——he, and he a.lone, is to
be the object of thy faith for the pardon of sin.

On nothing else must thou trust; he is to be the only prop
and pillar of thy confidence; and all thou addest thereunto will
be a wicked antichrist, a rebellion against the sovereignty of the
Lord Jesus. But.take care if your faith save you, that while
you look to Christ in all these matters, you view him as being
_ a substitute, 'This doctrine of substitution is so essential to the
whole.plan of salvation, that I must explain it here for the thou-
sandth time. God is just, he must punish sin; God is mereiful,
he wills to pardon those who believe in Jesus, How is this to
be done? How can he be just and exact the penalty—merciful,
and accept the sinner? He doeth it thus: he taketh the sins of
his people and actually lifteth them up from off his people to
Christ, so that they stand as innocent as though they had never
sinned, and Christ is looked upon by God as though he had been
all the sinners in the world rolled into one. The sin of his peo-
ple was taken from their persons, and really and actually, not
typically and metaphorically, but really and actually laid on
Christ. Then God came forth with his flery sword to meet the
sinner and to punish him. IJe met Christ. Christ was not o
sinner himself; but the sins of his people were all imputed to
him. Justice, therefore, met Christ as though he had been the
sirner—punished Christ for his people’s sins—punished him as
far ag its rights could go—exacted from him thelast atom of the
penalty, and left not & dreg fn the cup.  And now, he who can
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see Christ as being his substitute, and puts his trust in him, is
thereby delivered from the curse of the law., Soul, when thou
seest Christ obeying the law, thy faithistosay, “Ileobeys that
for his people.”” When thou seest him dying, thou art to count
the purple drops and say, “ Thus he took my sins away.” When
thou seest him rising from the dead, thou art to say, “ He rises
as the head and representative of all hiselect.” And when thou
seost him sitting at the right hand of God, thou art to view him
thore as the pledge that all for whom he died shall most surely
sit at the Father's right hand. Learn to look on Christ as be-
ing in God’s sight as though he were the sinner. “In him was
no sin”  He was ke just,” but he suffered for the unjust. o
was the righteous, but he stood in the place of the unrighteous;
and all that the unrighteous ought to have endured, Christ hag
endured once for all, and put away their sins forever by the sac-
rifice of himself. Now, this is the great object of faith. I pray
you, do not make any mistake about this, for a mistake here will
be dangerous, if not fatal. . View Christ, by your faith, as being
in his life, and death, and sufferings, and resurrection, the substi-
tute for all whom his Father gave him—the vicarious sacrifice
for ‘the sins of all those who will trust him with their souls.
Christ, then, thus set forth, is the object of justifying faith.
Now let me further remarlk, that there are some of you, no
doubt, saying—* Oh, { should belleve and I should be saved, if”-
—if what? If Christ had died? “Oh no, sir, my doubt is
nothing about Christ.” [‘thought so. Then what is the doubt?
“Why, I should believe if I felt this, or if I had done that)’
Just so; but I tell you, you could not believe in Jesus if you
felt that, or if you had done that, for then you would believe in
yoursell, and not in Christ. If you were so-and so, then you
could have confidence. Confidence in what ?  Why, confidence
in your feelings, and confidence in your doings, and that is just
the clear contrary of confidence in Christ. Faith is not to infev
from something good within me that I shall be saved, but to say
in despite of the fact that I am guilty in the sight of God and
deserve his wrath, yet I do nevertheless believe that the blood
of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth me from all sin; and though
my present consciousness conderans me, yot my faith overpow-
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ers my consciousness, and I do believe that “he is able to save
to the uttermost them that come unto Gog by him.” To come
to Clrist as a saint is very easy work ; to trust to a doetor to
eure you when you believe you are getting better, is very easy;
but to trust your physician when you fuel as if the sentence of
death were in your body, to bear up when the disease is rising
nto the very skin, and when the uleer is gathering its venom—
Lo believe even then in the efficacy of the medicine—that is faith,
And so, when sin gets the mastery of thee, when thou feslest
that the law condemns thee, then, even then, as a sinner, to trust
Christ, this is the most daring feat in all the world ; and the
faith which shook down the walls of Jericho, the faith which
raised the dead, the faith which stopped the mouths of lions, was
not greater than that of a poor sinner, when in the teeth of all
his sins he dares to trust the blood and righteousness of Jesus
Christ. Do this, soul,"then thou art saved, whosdever thou
mayest be. The object of faith, then, Is Christ as the substitute
for sihners. God in Christ, but not God apart from Christ, nor
any work of the Spirit, but the work of J esus only must be
viewed by you as the foundation of Your hope.

II. Secondly, rrE rEAsON OF FAITH, or why doth any man be-
lieve, and whence doth his faith come ? '

+ “Faith cometh by kearing.”  Granted; but do not all men
hear, and do not many still remain unbelieving 2 How, then,
doth any man come by his faith? To his oWl experience his
fuith comes as the result of @ sense of need. He feels himself
needing a Saviour; he finds Christ to be Just such a Saviour as he
wants, and therefore because he cannot help himself, he believes
in Jesus. Having nothing of his own, he feels he must take
Christ or else perish, and therefore he doth it because he cannot
help doing it. He is fairly driven up in a corner, and there is
hut this ore way of escape, namely, by the righteousness of an-
other; for he feels he cannot escape by any good deeds, or suf.
ferings of his own, and he cometh to Christ and humbleth himself,
because he cannot do without Christ, and must perish unless he
lay hold of him. But to carry the question further back, where
does that man get his sense of need? II ow is it that /e, rather
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than others, feels his need of Christ? It is certain he has no
more necessity for Christ than other men, How fio.tsh he come
to know, then, that he is lost and ruined? HO\-V is it that he 1?
driven by the sense of ruin to take hold on C.hrtst, the res'core;l i
The reply is, this is the gift of God; this is thfa .work of L e
Spirit. No man comes to Christ except the:. Spirit draw hsm,.
and the Spirit draws men to Christ by shutting them up under
the law to a conviction that if' they do not come to Christ, they
must perish. Then by sheer stress of wea,ther, the-y tflck ab‘out
and run into this heavenly port. Salvation by (%hmst_:s so disa-
greeable to our carnal mind, so inconsistent with our love c')f
human merit, that we never would take Christ to be our all {;1
all, if the Spirit did not convince us that we were wanting at all,
and did not so compel us to lay hold on ChrlsF. L

But, then, the question goes further back still; how is it thgt':
the Spirit of God teaches some men their 1.1@ed, and . not othiy
men? Why is it that some of you were dr.wen b}f your sense
of need to Christ, while others go on in their self-rlgl‘ite?‘usness
and perish? There is no answer to be giv.en b,:'lt this, * Even
so, Father, for so it seemed good in thy sight. . I.t comes to
divine sovereignty at the last. The Lord hath “hidden those
things from the wise and prudent, and hath re‘tealed t}':em“untca.
babes.” According to the way in which Christ put it— My
sheep, hear my voice;” ¢ ye believe not b.ec_ause ye are }'10{'; of
my sheep, as I said unto. you”” Some divines would Il]ce tg
read that—*Ye are not my sheep, because ye do not believe.
As if believing made us the sheep of Christ; but the t;;axt“putﬁ
it—* Ye believe not, because ye are not of my sheep. All
that the Father giveth me shall come to me.”‘ If they come
not, it is a clear proof that they were never given ; for those
who were given of old eternity to Christ, chosen of God the
Father, and then redeemed by God the Son—these are led by
the Spirit, through a sense of need te come anfi la)'r hold on
Christ. No man yet ever did, or ever will believe in .Chnst,
unless he feels his need of him. No man ever did or will feel
his need of Christ, unless the Spirit makes him ff:e], and the
Spirit will make no man feel his need of Jesus savingly, unle?s
it be so written in the eternal book, in which God hath surely
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engraved the names of his chosen. S0, then, T think T am net
to be misunderstood on this point, that the reason of faith, or
wh‘y‘men believe, is God’s electing love working through ,thf‘-
Spirit by a sense of need, and so bringing them tg Christ Jesus,

ill. Thirdly, rur erousp or THE SINNER'S FAITH, or on what
ground he dares to believe on the Lord Jesus Chrisft.
. My dear friends; T have already said that no man will believe
in Jesus, unless he feels his need of him. But you have often
heard' me say, and I repeat it again, that T do not come to Christ
plea.dmg that 1 feel my need of him ; my reason for believing in
Chrfst, 1s not that [ feel my need of him, but that I Lave a need
of hlm‘. The ground on which a man comes to Jesas is not as
0y ‘senszble sinner, but as g sinner, and nothing but a si'r;ner He
will not eome unless he is awakened ; but when he com;as he
d‘oes not say, “Lord, I come to thee because I am an awake,ned
sinner, save me.” But he says, « Lotd, T am a sinner; save
me.”  Not his awakening, but his sinfulness is the metlm:d and
plan upon which he dares to come, You will, perhaps, peresive
what I mean, for I cannot exactly explain myself just ’now. I
I refer to f:he preaching of a great many Calvinistic divines, they
say to a sinner, “Now, if you feel your need of Christ, if you
nave repented so muich, ¢f you have been harrowed by ,thv law
to such-and-such a degree, then you may come to Christ on the
ground that you are an awakened sinner.” | say thatlis false
No man may come to Christ on the ground of his bej ng dn aivak:
ened sinner; he must come to him as sinner. When [ eome
to Jesus, I know I am not come unless I am awakened, but still
! do not come as awakened. T do not stand at the f‘:.)ot of hi;
eross to be washed because I have repented; I bring :nothinr:
vhen Icome but sin. A sense of need is goad feecl'iug- bucé
when I stand at the foot of the cross, [ do not believe in C"hrist

because I have got good feelings; but I believe in him whether
have good feelings or not. '

*Just as Inm without one plea,
But that thy blood was shed for me,
And that thou bidst me come to thee,
0 Lamb of God, I come.?
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Roger, Bheppard, Flavell, and several excellent divines, in the
Puritanic age, and especially Richard Baxter, used to give de-
seriptions of what a man must feel before he may dare to come
to Christ, Now, I say in the language of the good Fenner,
nmother of those divines, who declared he was but a babe in
grace when compared with themn— I dare to say it, that all this
is not Seriptural  Sinners do feel these things before they come,
but they do not come on the ground of having felt it ; they comse
on the ground of being siiners, and on no other ground what-
ever.” The gate of Mercy is opened, and over the door is writ-
ten, “ This is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptation, that
Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners” Between
that word “save " and the word “ sinners,” there is no adjective.
It does not say, “ penitent sinners,” “awakened sinners,” “sen-
sible sinners,” “ grieving sinners,” or “ alarmed sinners.” No,
it only says, “siuners;” and I know this, that when I come, }
come to Christ to-day, for I feel it is as much a necessity of my
life to come to the cross of Christ to-day as it was to come ten
years sgo—when I come to him I dare not come as & conscious
sinner or an awakened sinner, but T have to come still as a sin-
ner with nothing in my hands. I saw an aged man this week in
the vestry of a chapel in Yorkshire. T had been saying some-
thing to this effect : the old man had been a Christian for years,
and he said, “I never saw it put exactly so, but still I know that,
is just the way I come; I say, ¢ Lord,

¢ Nothing in my hands I bring,
Simply to thy cross I cling;
Naked, look to thee for dress;
Helpless, come to thee for grace;
Black’—-

(“Black enough,” said the old man.)

‘I to the fountain fly,
Wash me, Saviour, or I die.’ "

Faith, is getting right out of yourself and getting into Christ.
I know that many hundreds of poor souls have been troubled
because the minister has said, “If you feel your need, you may
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come to Christ.” “But,” say they, “I do not feel my need
enough; I am sure I do not.” .Many a score letters have I re-
ceived from poor troubled consciences, who have said, “1 would
venture to believe in Christ to save me if [ had a tender cou
science; if T had a soft heart—but oh, ruy heart is like a rock
ol ice which will not melt. I cannot feel as I wounld like to feel,
nnd therefore I must not believe in Jesus.” Ol! down with it,

down with it! It is a wicked anti-Christ; it is flat Popery !,

It is not your soft heart that entitles you to believe. You are
to believe in Christ to rerew your hard heart, and come to him
with nothing about you but sin. The ground on which a sinner
comes to Christ is that he is dead, and not that he knows he is
dead ; that he is lost, and not that he knows he is lost. I know
he will not come unless he does know it, but that is not the
ground on which he comes. It is the secret reason why, but it
is not the public positive ground which he understands. Here
was I, year after year, afraid to come to Christ, because I thought
{ did not feel enough; and I used to read that hymn of Cowper’s
about being insensible as steel—

“If aught is felt tis only pain
To find I eannot feel.”

When I believed in Christ, I thought 1.did not feel at all. Now
when I look back, I find that I had been feeling all the while
most acutely and intensely, and most of all because [ thought [
did not feel. Generally the people who repent the most, think
they are impenitent, and people feel most their need when they
think they do not feel at -all, for we are no judges of our feel.
ings, and hence, the gospel invitation is not put upon the ground
of anything of which we can be a judge; it is put on the ground
of our being sinners, and nothing but sinners. Well,” replies
one, “But it says, ‘ Come unto me all ye that are weary and
heavy-laden and I will give you rest’—then we must be weary
and heavy-laden.” Just so; so it is in that text, but then there
is another. “ Whosoever will, let him come;” and that does
not say anything about « weary and heavy-laden.””  Besides,
while the invitation is given to the weary and heavy-laden, you
will perceive that the promise is not made to them as weary and
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heay-laden, but it is made to them as coming to Christ. They
did not know that they were weary and heavy-laden when they
came; they thought they were not. They really were, but part
of their weariness was that they could not be as weary as they‘
would like to be, and part of their load was -that. they did not
feel their load enough. They came to Christ just as 1'3he.y were,
and he saved them, not because there was any merit in their
weariness, or any efficacy in their being heavy-laden, but. he
saved them as sinners and nothing but sinners, and so they were
washed in his blood and made clean. My dear hearer,l let me
put this truth home to thee. If thou wilt eome to Christ "this
morning, as nothing but a sinner, he will not cast thee 0\:1t.

014 Tobias Crisp says, in one of his sermons. upon t%ns very
point, “1 dare to say it, but if thou dost come to Christ, Wh?-
soever thou mayest be, if he does not receive thee, then.he .1?
not true to his word, for he says, ¢ Ilim that comleth to me I lel
in no wise cast out.”” If thou comest, never mind qufa,hﬁca,tlo;r
or preparation. Ie needeth no qtllaliﬁcatlon of dutles. ff)rho
feelings either. Thou art to come just as thou art, and if & c;u
art the biggest sinner out of hell, thou art as fit to come ti.
Christ as if thou wert the most moral and most excel’lent of men.
‘There is a bath: who is fit to be washed? A man’s blackness
is no reason why he should not be washed, but the clearer reason
why he should be. When our city magistrates were gllvlng
relief to the poor, nobody said, “I am so poor, therefo?'e a}lln
not fit to have relief,” Your poverty is your preparatlon,t; e
black is the white here. Strange contradiction ! .The only thing
you can bring to Christ s your sin and your wickedness. hl.’&ll
he asks is, that you will come empty. If you have anyt 11;;;
of your own, you must leave all before you corne. If there .(',
anything good in you, you canpnot tx:ust Chns:o, you must hcom-(,
with nothing in your hand. Take him as all in all, and ¢ at is
the only ground upon which a poor soul can be saved—as a sin-
ner, and nothing but a sinner.

IV. Fourthly, THE WARRANT OF FAITH, Or Why a man dares

to trust in Christ. . '
Is it not imprudent for any man to trust Christ to save him,
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and especially when he has no good thing whatever? Is it not
arn-.arrogant presumption for any man to trust Chist? No,

sirs, it is not, Itisa grand and noble work of God the Holy-

Spirit for a man to give the lie to all his sins, and still to believe
and set to his seal that God is true, and believe in the virtue of
the blood of Jesus. But why does any man dare to believe in
Shrist, I will ask you now. “Well,” saith one man, “1 sum.
aoned faith to believe in Christ because 1 did feel there was a
work of the Spirit in me.” You do not believe in Christ at all.
‘Well,” says another, 1 thought that I had a right to believe in
Christ, because 1 felt somewhat.” You had not any right to be-
tieve in Christ at all on such a warrant as that, What ia a man’'y
warraat then, for believing in Christ? Here it is, Christ tells
him to do it, that is his warrant. Christ’s word is the warrant
of the sinner for belleving—not what he feels nor what he is,
nor what he is not, but that Christ has told him to do it. The
Gospel runs thus: “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou
shalt be saved. Mo that believeth not shall be damned.” Faith
tn Christ, then, s v ommanded duty as well as 2 blessed privi-
lege, and what a merey it is that it is a duty; because there
never ean be any question but that a man has 4 right to do his
duty, Now, on the ground that God commands me to believe,
I have a right to believe, be I who I may, The gospel is sent
to every creature, Well, I beiong to that tribe; I am one of
the “every” creatures,and that gospel commands me to believe,
I cannot be wrong in obeying a commiand of God, Now, it is
a command of God given to every creature, that he should be.
lieve on Jesus Christ whom God hath sent, This is your war-
ant, sinner, and a blessed warrant it is, for it is one which hel]
cannot gainsay, and which heaven cannot withdraw, You need
not be looking within to find the misty warrants of your expe.
rience. You need not be looking to your works, and to your
feelings, to get some dull and insufficient warrants for your con-
fidence in Christ. You may believe Christ because he tells you
to do so. 'That is a sure ground to stand on, and one which
admits of no doubt.
I will suppose that we are all starving ; that the ¢ity has been
besieged and shut up, and there has been a long, long famine,
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and we are ready to die of hunger. There comes out an invi-
tation to us to repair at once to the palace of some great one,
to eat and drink ; but we have.grown foolish, and will not aceept
the invitation. Supposé now that some hideous madness has
got hold of us, and we prefer to die, and had rather starve thau
:’enme. Suppose the king’s herald should say, “ Come a?ld‘ feast,
poor hungry souls, and because I know you are .unwxllmg t.u
come, T add this threat, if you come 1ot my warriors shall Iu,
vpon youy they shall make you feel the sharpness ot t,he.n
swords.”” 1 think, my dear {riends, we should say, “We bless
the great man for that threatening, yecause'now we need nu.t
say, ‘1 may not come,’ while the fact is we may not stay away.
I need not say I am not fit to come, for ] am commanded to
¢ome, and [ am threatened if 1 do not come.” That a.wf'pl seh-
tence—“ Ie that believeth not shall be damned,” was added not
out of anger, but because the Lord knew our silly maduess, aud
that we should refuse our own mercids unless he thundered at us
to make us come to the feast, “ Compel them to come in ;" this
was the Word of the Master ol old, and that text is part of the
carrying out of that exhortation, “Compel -Lhem to come in¥
Sinner, you cannot be lost by trusting Christ, but you w‘11] be
lost if you do not trust him, ay, and lost jur not trusting him. I
put it boldly now—sinner, not only may you come, but oh! 1
pray you, do not dety the wrath of God by refusmg to come, The
gate of mercy stands wide open; why will you not c?me?
\\Tily will you not? Why so proud? Why will you st;ill.re-
fuse his voice and perish in your sins? Mark, if you pei.‘lsl‘],
any one of you, your blood Jies not at God's d?or, nor Christ’s
door, but at your own. Ile cun say of you, “Ye will no.t come
unto me that ye might have liie,” Oh! poor trembler, it thou
b willing to come, there Is nothing in Goc.l’s Word ‘t.o keep thee
from coming, but there ave both threatenings to drive thee and
powers to draw thee. Still ] hear you say, 1 must not tru§t
Christ.,” You may, I say, for every creature under heaven is
cornmanded to do it, and what ycu are commanded to do, yo:l
may do. “Ah! well,” saith one, *“still I do not feel that 1 may.
There you are again; you say you will not do what God tellaj
you, because of some stupid feelings of your own. You ave not
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| }l:)(;li to trust Chr1§t _-beca_use you feel anything, but simply
| Jecause you are a sinner, Now you know you.are a sinner. “ l
Am,” &ays one, “and that is my sorrow.” Why your sorx:ow?
That is some sign that youdo feel. “Ay,” saith one, “but I d ‘
not fee,l’ enough, and that is why I sorrow. I do no:‘, feel asj
showd. Wel], suppose you do feel, or suppose you do not
you are a sinner, and “ this is a faithtal saying and worthy of H“,
accep,fa,mon, that Christ Jesus came into the world to saze sin
ners.” % .Oh’ but T am such an old sinner: I have been si:{tv
years in sin,”  Where is it written that af‘te’r sixty you can‘novt
be saved? Sir, Christ could save you at a hundred—ay, i yo
were a Methuselah in gnilt. “The blood of Jesus Ci’ristyhi;I
f(;t; c?ea-nsleth,us from all sin.” “ Whosoever will let him come.”
himc.a”ls able to save to the utmost them that come unto God by
“.Y-es,” says one, “ but [ have been & drunkard, 8 swearer or
lascivious, or profsne.” Then you are a sinher’you have ,not
Eone f:urt}}er than the uttermost, and he is able tc: save you still
Ay,” saith another, “ but you do not know how my guilt h .
been aggravated.” That only proves you to be a }srir%ner a:s
thfzt you are commanded to trust Christ and be saved “}L "
cries yet al'mther, “but you do not know how often I have J:-:z
Jeeted Christ.” Yes, but that only makes you the more a s':--
ner.  “You do not know how hard my heart is.”  Justiso b”t
that only proves you to be a sinner, and still proves you t(’) l;]
one whc.)m Chri.st came to save. “Oh, but sir, | hav{ not an y
gooc‘l thing, ., If I had, you know, I should have somelring to er{
courage me.” The fagt of your not haviye any god ching, just
proves to me that you are the man 1 am sent to pres th to %h]nt
came to save that which was lost, and all you h«):ve s:;id o lb'
f:l?\;e:.thﬁou are lost, and therefore he came to save you ;]Z):;
St him—¢ trust him. “But i} |  saith one,
shall b-e Fhe biggest sinner that ever was :al?\:acsla.’fe{i:l‘hj:tgxz ];;:"eatl
Fr n:}l:sul:) in heaven virhen you get there; the morn glory to Christ,
| ﬁ(;rsh :11 ﬁge; the i;nr;ler the more honor to Christ when at last’
. rought home. “Ay by in h ’
His grace shall much more aboqu'rlzi. t“ II?L{t S:ii l:;lsl l?'b?gr-ldi{{:;
even to heaven,”  Yes, but his merey reaches above t;h‘:hi:u::‘eln‘s:
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% Oh! but my guilt is as broad as the world.” Yes, but his
righteousness is broader than a thousand worlds. “ Ay, but my
sin is secarlet.” Yes, but his blood is more scarlet than your
sins, and can wash the scarlet out by a richer scarlet. “Ay,
but I deserve to be lost, and death and hell cry for my damna-
tiom.” Yes, and so they may, but the blood of Jesus Christ can
ery louder than either death or hell ; and it cries to-day, “ Father,
let the sinner live.” Oh! I wish I could get this thought out of
my own mouth, and get it into your heads, that when God saves
you, it is not because of anything in you, it is because of some-
thing in himself. God’s love has no reason except in his own
bowels; God’s reason for pardoning a sinner is found in his own
heart, and not in the sinner. And there is as much reason in you
why you should be saved as why another should be saved, name-
ly, no reason at all. There is no reason in you why he should
have mercy on you, but there is no reason wanted, for the reason
lies in God, and in God alone. :

V. And now I come to the conclusion, THE RESULT OF FAITH,
or how it speeds when it comes to Christ.

The text says, “ He that believeth is not condemned.” There
is a man there who has just this moment believed; he is nat
condemned. But he has been fifty years in sin, and has plunged
into all manner of viee; his sins, which are many, are all for-
given him. He stands in the sight of God now as innocent as
though he had never sinned. Such is the power of Jesus’ blood,
that “ he that believeth is not condemned.” Does this relate to
what is to happen at the day of Judgment? I pray you look
at the text, and you will find it does not say, “ He that believeth
shall not be condemned,” but he s not ; heis not now. Andif
he is not now, then it follows that he never shall be ; for having
believed in Christ, that promise still stands, “ He that believeth
is not condemned.” I believe to-day I am not condemmed; in -
fifty years’ time that promise will be just the same— He that
believeth is not condemned.” So that the morment a man puts his
trust in Christ, he is freed from all condemnation—past, present
and to come; and from that day he stands in God's sight
though he were without spot or wrinkle, or any suca thing
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. F!ut he sins,” you say. He does indeed, but his sins are not
laid to his charge. They are laid to the charge of Christ of old.
and God can never charge the offence on: two—first on Christ
and then on the sinner. “Ay, but he often falls into sin.” That,;
may be possible; though if the Spirit of God be in him he sin-
neth not as he was wont to do. He sins by reason of infirmity
f10t by reason of his love to sin, for now he hateth it. ,
) {%ut mark, you shall put it in your own way if you will, and
i W-lll answer, “Yes, but though he sin, yet is he no more ’guil:
ty in the sight of God, for all his guilt has heen taken fiom him
and put on Christ——positively, literally, and actually lifted oﬁ”,
from him, and put upon Jesus Christ. Do you see the Jewish
l}ost? There is a scapegoat brought out; the high priest cou-
lfesses the sin of the people over the scapegoat’s head. The sin
is all gone from the people, and laid upon the scapegoat. Away
goes the scapegoat into the wilderness. . Is there any sin left on
the people? If there be, then the scapegoat has not carried it
away. Because it cannot be kere and there too. It cannot be
carried away and left behind too. « No,” say you, ¢ Seripture
says the scapegoat carried away the sin ; there was none left ou
the people when the scapegoat had taken away the sin.  And so
whe'n by faith we put our hand upon the head of Christ, ducf;
.C}Enst take away our siu, or does he not? If he does nob’ thmhl
it is of no use our believing in him: but if he doth real]}: tal;c
dway our sin, then our sin cannot be on him and on us too : it
it be on Christ, we are free, clear, accepted, justified, and thi,s is
the true doctrine of justification by faith, As 800;1 as a man
believeth in Christ Jesus, his sins are gone irom him, and gone
away forever. Lhey are blotted out now. What if :; man owe
it l:mndred pounds, yet if he has got a receipt for it, he is fiee;
it is blotted out; there is an erasure made in the bc’ok, and th;

debt is gone. Though the man commit sin, yet the debt having
been paid beiore even the debt was acquired, he is no more :i
debtor to the Jaw or God. Doth not Scripture say, that Gnsi-
has cast his people’s sins into the depths of the sea ’.3’ Now, if
they are in the depths of the sca, they cannot be on his eo’ le
too. Blessed be his name, in tie duay when he casts oii *fns
into the depth of the sca, he vidws us as pure in his aigi;t, gnd
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we stand accepted in the beloved. Then he says, © As far as the
east iz from the west, so far hath he removed our transgressions
from us.,” They cannot be removed and be here still.

Then if thou believest in Christ, thou art no more in the sight
of God a sinner; thou art accepted as though thou wert perfect
as though thou hadst kept the law—for Christ has kept it, and
his righteousness is thine. You have broken it, but your sin is
his, and he has been punished for it. Mistake not yourselves
any longer; you areno more what you were; when you believe,
you stand in Christ’s stead, even as Christ of old stood in your
stead. The transformation is complete, the exchange is positive
and eternal. They who believe in Jesus are as much accepged
of God the Father as even his Eternal Son is accepted; and
they that believe not, let them do what they will, they shall but
go about to work out their own righteousness; but they abide
under the law, and still shall they be under the curse. Now, ye
that believe in Jesus, walk up and down the earth in the glory of
this great truth. You are sinners in yourselves, but you are
washed in the blood of Christ. David says, “ Wash me and |
shall be whiter than snow.” You have lately seen the snow
come down, What could be whiter? Why, the Christian is
whiter than that. You say, “ He is black.” Iknow he is as
black #s any one, but the blood-drop falls on him, and he is white
—*%“whiter than snow.” The next time you see the snow-white
erystals falling from heaven, look on them and say, “ Ah, though
I must confess within myself that ] am waworthy and unclean,
yet, believing in Christ, he hath given me his righteousness so
completely, that I am even whiter than the snow as it descends
from the treasury of God.”

Oh! for faith to lay hold on this. Oh! for an overpowering
faith that shall get the victory over doubts and fears, and make
us enjoy the liberty wherewith Christ makes men free. Go
home, ye that believe in Christ, and go to your beds this night,
and say, “If I die in my bed, I caunot be condemned.” Should
you wake the next morning, go into the world and say, “I am
not condemned.” When the devil howls at you, tell him, “You
may aceuse, but 1 an not condemned.” And if sometimes your
sins rise, say, “ [ know you, but you are all gone forever—I am
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not condemned.” And when your turn shall come to die, shut
your eyes in peace, .

“Bold shall you stand in that great day,
For who aught to your charge can lay

Fully absolved, by grace you shall be found at last, and all
sin’s tremendous eurse and blame shall be taken away, not be-
“cause of anything you have done. [ pray you do all you can
for Christ out of gratitude, but even when' you have done all, do
not rest there. Rest still in the substitution and the sacrifice:
Be you what Christ was in his Father’s: sight, and when con-
science awakens, yon can tell it that Christ was for you all that
you ought to have been, that he has suffered all your penalty ;
and now neither merey nor justice can smite you, since justice
has clasped hands with mercy in a firm decree to save that man

whose faith i3 in the-cross of Christ. The Lord bless these words
for his sake. Amzx, :

e

SERMON XVII

NONE BUT JESUS

i Park
[Preacazp on Sunday Evening, Feb. 17, 1861, at New Par

Street Chapel, from the same text as the. preceding. Ili‘m‘nngﬂ ]1:
that considered Christ the object of Faith, he pm('zeech :‘nw ;
to discuss justification as the great gospel blessing 1:0.5{.1‘ :;:
from the exercise of evangelical faith. . In.a word, Ch.nst. 1.~,hi °
object which faith contemplates ; Christ is the blessing whic

faith secures.]

“He that believeth on him ia not condemued.”—Jomy, iii. 18

Iy the morning sermon, our t.im.e was mainly tz}a.ken fu£ :;1]'(: _
the description of Fait-h—-w}.lat it is. .We had on zha. f; i
utes left at its close to descn}::e what it leads to——t-h ergsult gf
of justification, which is a gift to the soul as ettention of
Taith. Let this high privilege, then,. occupy 01}1:" a -that o
nioht. The text says, ¢ He that ,beheveth on him (

Ct?rist Jesus)—is not condemned.’ e e satis

To take up the subject in order, we shall nog:lce E ,511311 p:}‘_
Jactory declaration here maate 5 then, secondly, w:a'ﬂ : [, y
deavor tc correct cerlain mzsc.zpprehenswns res;:jec z}dgwe ,Sh&h
ceason of which, the Christian is often cast df)'wn 3 a;o o shall
slosa with some reflections, positive and negative, a3 .

il includes, and what it excludes.

TORY DECLARATION l--r
I. First of all, then, WHAT A BATIEFAC i
i [{e that believeth on him ig not gondemned.
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You are aware that in our courts of law, a verdict of “ not
guilty” amounts to an acquittal, and the prisoner is immediate-
ly discharged. 8o is it in the language of the gospel; a sen.
tence of “not condemned,” implies the justification of the sinner.
It means that the believer in Christ receives now a present
justification.  Faith does not produce its fruits by-and-bye, but
row. 8o far as justification is the, result of fuith, it is given to
the soul in the moment when it closes with Christ, and accepts
him as its all in all.  Are they who stand before the throne of

God justified to-night 7—so are we, as truly and as clearly justi-

fied as they who walk in white and sing his praises above. The
thief upon the cross was justified the moment that he turned the
eye of faith to Jesus, who was just then hanging by his side:
and Paul, the aged, after years of service, was not more Jjustified
than was the thief with no service at all. We are to-day accep-
ted in the Beloved, to-day absolved from sin, fo-dey innocent ju
the sight of God. O, ravishing, soultransporting thought !
There are some clusters of this vine which we shall not be able
to gather till we go to heaven; but this is one of the first ripe
clusters, and may be plucked and eaten here. This is not ag
the corn of the land, which we can never eat till we cross the
Jordan; but it is part of the manua in the wilderness, and pars
too of our daily raiment, with which God supplies us in owm
journeying to and fro. We are now—cven now pardoned ; even
nOW are OUr Sins put away; even now we stand in the sight of
(vod as though we had never heen guilty ; innocent as Adaw
when he stood in integrity, ere he had eaten of the fruit of the
forbidden tree; pure as though we had never received the taint
of depravity in our veins. © There is, therefore, now no con

demnation to them which are in Christ Jesus.” There is not s
sin in the Book of God, even now, against one of his people.
There is nothing laid to their charge. There is nejther speck,
nor spot, nor wrinkle, nor any such thing remaining upon any

one believer in the matter of justification in the sight of the
Judge of all the earth. _

But to pass on, the text evidently means not sinply prescr.i,
but continual justification. In the moment when you and I he.
tieved, it was said of us, “ He is not condemned.” Many days
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have passed since then, many changes we have seen; but it is as
true of us to-night, “¥He is not couderned.” The Lord alone
knows how long our appointed day shall be—how long ere we
shall filfil the hireling’s time, and like a shadow flee away.
But this we know, since every word of God is assured, and 1:.he.
gifts of God are without repentance, tho_ugh we shguld live
another fifty years, yet would it still be ertt.en here, “ He that
believeth on hini is not condemned.” Nay, if by some mystor-
ious dealing in Providence our lives should be lengthened out to
ten times the usual limit of man, and we should come-to the elght;
or nine hundred years of Methuselah, still would 11;”stzmd 1.:11@,
same—“ He that believeth on him is not _condemned.. “I'gwe
unto my sheep eternal life, and they shall never perish, 1}elthe1r-
shall any pluck them out of my hand.” ¢ The just shall live be,
faith.” « He that believeth on him shall never })e conf‘oundedl.
All these promises go to show that the justification which Christ
gives to our faith is a continual one, which will last as lon.g as We
shall live. And remember, it will last in eternity as well as i time.
‘We shall-not in heaven wear any other dress but that V‘Vhl(}]'l. we
wear here. ‘To-day the righteous stand clothed in the righteous
ness of Christ. They shall wear this same wedding dress atrth@
great wedding feast. But what if it should wear ?ut’! What
that righteousness should loseits virtue in the eternity to come?
Oh beloved ! we entertain no fear about that. Heaven and
earth shall pass away, but this righteousness s?aa]l never wix
old. No moth shall fret it ; no thief shall steal 1t3 5 no weeping
hand of lamentation shall rend it in twain. It is, it must be
eternal, even as Christ himself, Jehovah our righteousncss.
Because he is our righteousness, the self-existent,‘ the everiast-
ing, the immutable Jehovah, of whose years th.ere is no end, and
whose strength faileth not, therefore of our righteousness there
is no end; and of its perfection, and of its ]c.)eauty there shall
never be any termination. The text, 1 think, very clearly
teaches us, that he who believeth on Christ has received for eve
a continual justification. o o '
Again, think for 2 moment ; the justification \‘E’hl(!}-l is spoleu
of here is complete. “He that believeth on hn-n is not con-
denined,’—that is to say, not in any measure or in any degree.
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I know some think it s possible for us to be in such a state as to
be half condemned and half accepted. Bo far as we are simers
so far condemned ; and so far as we are righteous so far accepted.
Oh, beloved, there is nothing like that in Scripture. It is alto-
gether apart from the doctrine of the gospel. Ifit be of works,
it is no more of grace; and if it be of grace, it is no more of
~works. Works and grace cannot mix and mingle any more
than fire and water; it is either one or the other, it cannot be
both; the two can never be allied. There can be no admixture
of the two, no dilution of one with the other. He that be-
lieveth is free from all iniquity, from. all guilt, from all blame ;
and though the devil bring an accusation, yet it is a false one,
for we are free even from accusation, since it is boldly chal-
lenged, “ Who shall lay anything to the charge of God’s elect 2
It does not say “ Who shall prove it?’ but “ Who shall lay it
to their charge ?” They are so completely freed from condem-
nation, that not the shadow of a spot upon their soul is found ;
not even the slightest passing by of iniquity to cast its black
shadow on them. They stand before God not only as half inno.
cent, but as perfectly so ; not only as half washed, but as whiter
than snow. Their sins are not simply erased, they are blotted
out; not simply put out of sight, but ecast into the depths of
the sea; not merely gone, and gone as far as the east is from
the west, but gone forever. You know, beloved, that the Jew
in his ceremonial purification, never had his conscience free from
sin. After one sacrifice he needed still another, for these offer-
ings could never make the comers thereunto perfect. The next
day’s sins needed a new lamb, and the next year's iniquity
needed a new victim for an atonement. “But this man, after
he had offered one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down at the
right hand of God.” No more burnt-offerings are needed, no
more washing, no more blood, no more atonement, no more
sacrifice. “It is finished I” hear the dying SBaviour ery. Your
sins have sustained their death-blow, the robe of your righteous.
ness has received its last thread ; it is done, complete, perfect.
It needs no addition; it can never suffer any diminution. Oh,
Christian, lay hold of this precious thought ; I may not be able
to state it except in weak terms, but let not my weakness pre-
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vent your apprehending its glory and its' preciousuess. [t i
enough to make & man leap, though his legs were loaded with
irons, and to make him sing though his mouth were stopped, to
think that we are perfectly accepted in Christ, that our justifica
tion is not partial; it does not go to a limited extent, buc goes
the whole way. Our unrighteousness is covered; from cou-
demnation we are entirely and irrevocably free.

Once more. The non-condemnation is effectual. The royal
privilege of justification shall never miscarry. It shall be brought
home to every believer. In the reign of King George the Thirg,
the son of a member of this church lay under sentence of death
for forgery. My predecessor, Dr, Rippon, after incredible exer-
tions, obtained a promise that his sentence should be remitted.
By a singular occurrence, the present senjor deacon—then a
young man-—learned from the governor of the jail that the re.
prieve had not been received; and the unhappy prisorer would
have been executed the next morning, had not Dr. Rippon gone
post-haste to Windsor, obtained an interview with the king in
his bedchamber, and received from. the monarch’s own hand a
copy of that reprieve which had been negligently put aside by a
thoughtless officer.. “I charge you, doctor,” said his majesty,
“to make good speed.” “Trust me, sire, for that,” responded
your old pastor, and he returned to London in time, just in time,
and only just in time, for the prisoner was being marched with
many others on to the scuffold. Ay, that pardon might have
been given, and yet the man might have been executed if it had
not been effectually carried out. But, blessed be God, our non.
condemnation is an effectual thing. It is not a matter of letter,
it is a matter of fact. Ah, poor souls, you know that conderm-
nation is a matter of fuct. When you and I suffered in our
souls, and were brought under the heavy hand of the law, we
felt that its curses were no moek thunders like the wrath of the
Vatican, but they were real; we felt that the anger of God was
indeed & thing to tremble at 5 a real substantial fact. Now, just
as real as the condemnation which Justice brings, just so real is
the justification which merey bustows.  You are not only nomi-
nally guiltless, but you are really so, if you believe in Christ;
you are not onl y nominally put into the place of the innocent,
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but you are really put there the moment you believe in Jesus,
Not only is it said that your sins are gone, but they are gone.
Not only does God look on you as though you were accepted ;
you are accepted. It is a matter of fact to you, as much a mat.
ter of fact as that you sinned. You do not doubt that you hava
sinned, you cannot doubt that; do not doubt then that when
you believe, your sins are put away. For as certain as ever the
black spot fell on you when you sinned, so certainly and so
surely was it all washed out when you were bathed in that foun-
tain filled with blood, which was drawn from Emanuel’s veins.
Come, my soul, think thou of this. Thou art actually sl
effectually cleared from guilt. Thou art led out of thy prison.
Thou art no more in fetters as a bond-slave. Thou art delivered
now from the bondage of the law. Thou art freed from sin aud
thou canst walk at large as a treeman, Thy Saviour’s blood
has procured thy full discharge. Come, my soul, thou hast s
right now ta come to thy Father's feet. No fames of ven-
geance are there to scare thec now; no fiery sword; justice
tannot smite the innocent. Come, my soul, thy disabilities are
taken away. Thou wast unable once to see thy Father’s face;
thou canst sce it now. Thou couldst not speals with him, nor
he with thee; but now thou hast aceess with bollness to shis
grace wherein we stand. Once there was a fear of hell upon
thee; there is nc hell for thee now. Ilow can thore be pun.
ishmeut for the guiltless? e that believeth js guiltless, is not
condemned, and cannot be punished. No frowns of an lavenging
God now. If God be viewed as a J udge, how should he frown
upon the guiltless? How should the Judge frown upon the ab-
solved one? More than all the privileges thou mightest have
enjoyed if thou hadst never sinned, are thine now that thou art
Justified. ~ All the blessings which thou couldst have had if thoy
hadst kept the law and more, are thine to-night because Christ
has kept it for thee. All the love and the acceptance which a
perfectly obedient being could have obtained of God, belong to
thee, because Christ was perfect]y obedient on thy behalf, and hath
nnputed all his merits to thy sccount that thou mightest be exceed-
ing rich, through him who for thy sake became exceedilig poor.
Oh that the Holy Spirit would but enlarge our hearts, that wa
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might suck sweetness out of these thoughts! There is no con-
demnation. Moreover, there never shall be any condernnation.
The forgiveness js not partial, but perfect; it is so effectual that
it delivers us from all the penalties of the Law, gives to us all the
privileges of obedience, and puts us actually high above whfan-.
we should have been had we never sinned. It fixes our standing
more secure than it was before we fell.  We are not now whero
Adam was, for Adare might fall and perish. We are rather
where Adam would have been if we could suppose God had put
him into the garden for seven years, and said, “If you are 01)("-
dient for seven years, your time of probation shall be over, aml
[ will reward you.” The children of Gud in one sense may he
said to be in a state of probation. In another sense there is o
probation. There is no probation as to whether the chifd of God
should be saved. He is saved alveady; his sius ave washed away;
his rightecusness is complete: and if that righteousness could
endure a million of years’ probation, it would never be defiled.
In fact, it always stands the same in the sight of (God, and must
do so forever and ever. :

II. Let me now endeavor to CORRECT SOME MISAPPREHENSIONS,
BY REASON OF WHICH CHRISTIANS ARE OFTEN CAST DOWN.

How childish we ave in spivitual things! We think that our
being pardoned involves a great many things which‘we u,ft‘el'-
wards find have nothing whatever to do with our parden.  Fur
instance, we think we shall nover sin again; we fancy that the
battle is all fonght; that we have got into a fair field, with no
more war to wage; that in fact we have got the vietory, and
have only just to stand up and wave the palin branch; that Go.d
has only to call us up to himself and we shall enter into heaven
without having to fight any enemies upon earth. Now,all these
are obvious mistakes. Though the text has a great meaning, it
does not mean anything of this kind. Observe, that although it
does assert, “ ITe that believeth is not condemned ;" yet it ‘dom
not say that he that belteveth shall not have his faith exercised.
Your faith will be exercised. An untried faith will be no fuith
at all. God never gave men faith without intending to try it.
Faith is received for the very purpose of endurance. Just as
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our Rifle Corps friends put up the target with the intention of
shooting at it, so does God give faith with the intention of let-
ting trials and troubles, and sin and Satan aim all their darts at
it. 'When thou hast fuith in Christ, it is a great privilege; but
recollect that it involves a great trial. You asked for great
faith the other night; did you consider that you asked for great
troubles too? You cannot have great fuith to lay up and rust.
Mr. Greatheart in John Bunyan's Pilgrim was s very strong
man, but then what strong work he had to do. He had to go
with all those women and children many scores of times up to
the celestial eity and back again; he had to fight all the glants,
and drive back all the lions; to slay the giant Slaygood, and
knock down the Castle of Despair. '

If you have a great measure of faith, you will have need to
use it all. You will never have a single scrap to spare, you will
be like the virgins in our Lord’s parable, even though you be a
wise virgin, you will have to say to others who might horrow
of you, “ Not so, lest there be not enough for us and for you.”
But when your faith is exercised with trials, do not think you
are brought into judgment tor your sins. Oh no, believer, there
is plenty oi exercise, but that is not condémnation ; there are

many trials, but still we are justified ; we may often be buffet- -

ted, but we are never accursed; we may ofttimes be cast down,
but the sword of the Lord never can and never will smite us to
the heart. Yea, mare; not only may our faith be erercised,
but our faith may come to & very low ebb, and still we may not
be condemned. When thy faith gets so small that thou canst
not see it, even then still thou art not condemned. If thou hast
ever believed in Jesus, thy faith may be like the sea when it
goes out a very long way from the shore, and leaves.a vast track
of mud, and some might say the sea was gone or dried up.
But you are not condemned when your faith is most dried up.
Ay !and I dare to say it,—when your faith is at the flood-tide,
You are not more accepted then, than when your faith is at the
lowest ebb; for your acceptance does not depend upon the
quantity of your faith, it only depends upon its reality. If you
ara really resting in Christ, though your faith may be but as a
spark, and a thousand devils may try to quench that one spark,
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yet you are pot condemned—you shall stand accepted in Christ.
Though your comforts will tecessarily decay as your faith de-
clines, yet your acceptance does not decay. Though faith does
rise and fall like the thermometer, all weathers change it—yet
God’s love is not affected by the weather of earth, or the changes
of time. Until the perfect righteonsness of Christ can be a mu.
table thing—a football to be kicked about by the feet of fiends
—your acceptance with Ged can never change. You are, you
must be, perfectly accepted in the Beloved.

There is another thing which often tries the child of God. e
at times loses the light of his Father’s countenance. Now, rc-
member, the text does not say, “ He that believeth shall not lose
the light of God’s countenance ;* he may do so, but he shall not
be condemned for all that. You may walk, not only for days
but for months, in such & state that you have little fellowship
with Christ, very little communion with God of a joyous sort,
The promises may seem broken to you, the Bible may afford
you but little comfort; and when you turn your eye to heaven,
you may only have to feel the more the smarting that is caused
by your Father’s rod; you may have vexed and grieved his
Spirit, and he may have turned away his face from you. But
you are not condemned for all that. Mark the testimouy: “He
that believeth is not condemned.” Even when your Father
smites you and leaves a wale at every stroke, and brings the
blood at every blow, there is not a particle of condemnation in
any one stroke. Not in his anger, but in his dear covenant love
he smites you. There is as unmixed and unalloyed affection in
every love-stroke of chastiserment from your Father’s hand as
there is in the kisses of Jesus Christ’s lips, Oh! believe this;
it will tend to lift up thy heart, it will cheer thee when neither
sun nor moon appear. It will honor thy God, it will show thee
where thy acceptance rcally lies. When his face is turned
away, believe him still, and say, ¢ He abideth faithful though. he
hide his face from me.”

I will go a little further still. The child of God may be sc
assaulted by Satan, that he may be well nigh given up to des-
peir, and yet he is not condemned. He may read the Bible,
and think *hat every threatening is against him, and that every




286 NONE BUT JESUS—SECOND FPART

promise shuls its mouth and will not cheer him : and he may at
last despond, and despond, till he is ready to break the harp
::‘hat; has so long been hanging on the willow. He may say,

The Lord hath forsaken me quite, my God will be gracious no
more ;” but it is not true. Yea, he may be ready to swear a
thousand times that God’s mercy is clean gone for ever, and
.thaf; his faithfulness will fail for evermore ; but it is not ,true
it 1s not true. A thousand Hars swearing to a f'alsehooci
could not make it true, and our doubts and fears are all of
them liars.  And if there were ten thousand of them, and they
all professed the same, it is a falsehood that God eve;' did for-
sake his people, or that he ever cast from him an innocent man;
a.'md you are innocent, remember, when you believe in Jesus’
".But,” say you, “Iam full of sin” «Ay? say I, “bat thai:
sin has been laid on Christ.”? « Oh” say you '« but I sin
daily” “Ay) say I, “but that sin was laid on, him before
you committed it, years ago. It is not yours; Christ has taken

itaway once for all. You are a righteous man by faith, and -

Qod will not forsake the righteous, nor will he cast away the
mnocent.” I say, then, the child of God may have his faith at
a low ebb; he may lose the light of his Father’s countenance
and he may even get into thorough despair; but yet all fhesé
cannot disprove my text—*Ile that believeth is not condemned.”
o But what,” say you, “if the child of God should sin il 'It
is & deep and tender subject, yet must we touch it and be bold
here, I would not mince God’s truth lest any should make a
bad use of it. I know there ave some, not the people of God

who will say, “ Let us sin, that grace may abound,” Their coﬁ:
demnation is just. I cannot help the perversion of truth, There
be always men who will take the best of food as though it were
poison, and make the best of truth into a lie, and so be damning
their own souls. You ask, “ What if 4 child of God should fall
into sin ¥* I answer, the child of God does fall into sin; every
f.lny he mourns and groans because when he would do good, evil
1s present with him. But though he fulls into sins, he is not
condemned for all that—not by one of them, or by all of them
put together, because his acceptance does not depend upon him.
self, but upon the perfect risliteonsness of Christ; and that per
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fect righteousness is not invalidated by any sins of his. Heis per

feot in Christ; and until Christ is imperfect, the imperfections
of the creature do not mar the justification of the believer in the
sight of God. Butoh! if he fall into some glaring sin,—Oh God,
keep us from it!—if he fall into some glaring sin, he shall go with
broken bones, but. he shall reach heaven for all that, Though,
in order to try him and let him see his vileness, he be suffered
to go far astray, yet he that bought him will not lose him; he
that chose him will not east him away : he will say unto him, “I,
even I, am he that blotteth out thy transgressions for mine own
sake, and will not remember thy sins.” David may go never
0 far away, but David is not lost. Tle comes back and he eries,
“ Have mercy upon me, O God!” And so shall it be with
every believing soul—Christ shall bring him back. Though he
slip, he shall be kept, and all the chosen seed shall meet around
the throne. If it were not for this last truth—though some may
stick at it—what would become of some of God'speople? They
would be given up to despair. H I have been speaking to a
backslider, I pray he will not make a bad use of what I have
said. Let me say to him, “Poor backslider! thy father's
bowels yearn over thee; he has not erased thy name out of the
registry. Come back, come back now to him and say, ‘ Re-
ceive me graciously, and love me freely ;’ and he will say, ‘1
will put you among the children.” He will pass by your back-
sliding and will heal your iniquities; and you shall yet stand
onee more in his favor, and know yourself to be still accepted
in the Redeemer’s righteousness and saved by his blood.” This
text does not mean that the child of (tod shall not be tried, or
that he shall not even sometimes fall under the trial; but it
does mean this, once for all : He that believeth on Christ is not
condemned. At no time, by no means, is he under the sentenca
of condemnation, but is evermore justified in the sight of God.

III. Now, let me notice wEAT TBIS TEXT EVIDENTLY IN
oLupEs; and maey God grant that these few words may never.
theless do good to our souls!

#“ He that believeth on him is not condemned.” If we are
not condemned, then at no time does God ever look upon his
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children, when they believe in Christ, as being guilty: Are you
surprised that I should put it so? I put it so again: from the
moment when you believe in Christ, God ceases to look upon
you as being guilty ; for he never looks upun you apart from
Christ. You often look upon yourself as guilty, and you fali
upon your knees as you should do, and you weep and lament ;
but even then, while you are weeping over inbred and actual sin,
he is still saying out of heaven, “So far as your justification iy
concerned, thou art all fair and lovely.” - You are black as the
tents of Kedar—that is yourself by nature ; you are fair as the
curtains of Solomon—that is yourself in Christ. You are black
—that is yourself in Adam ; but comely, that is yourself in the
second Adam. Oh, think of that!'—that you are always in
God’s sight comely, always in God’s sight lovely, always in
God’s sight as though you were perfect. For ye are complete
in Christ Jesus, and perfect in Christ J esus, as the apostle puts
it in another place. Always do you stand completely washed
and fully clothed in Christ. Remember this; for it is certainly
included in my text. :

Another great thought included in my text is this; you are
never liable as a believer to punishment for your sins. You
will be chastised on account of them, as a father chastises his
child; that is & part of the Gospel dispensation; but you wil
not be smitten for your sins as a lawgiver smites the crimjnal
Your Father may often punish you as he punisheth the wicked.
But never for the same reason., The ungodly stand.on the
ground of their own demerits ; their sufferings are awarded as
their due deserts. But your sorrows do not come to you as a
atter of desert; they come to you as a matter of Tove. God

knows that in one sense your sorrows are such a privilege that -

you may account of them asa boon you do not deserve, I
have often thought of that when | have had a sore trouble.”
[ know some people say, “you deserved the trouble.” Yes.
my dear brethren, but there is not enough merit in all the
Christians put together, to deserve such a good thing as the lov-
ing rebuke of our heavenly Father. Perhaps you cannot see
that; you cannot think that a trouble can come to you as a real
blessing in the covenant. But I know that the rod of the cove
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nant is as much the gift of grace as the blood of the covenaut.
It is not a matter of desert or merit; it is givén to us because
we need it. But I question whether we were ever so good as
to deserve it. We were never able to get up to so high a
standard as to deserve so rich, so gracious a providence as this
covenant blessing—the rod of our chastening God. Neve.r at
any time in your life has a law-stroke fallen upon you. .S{nce
you believed in Christ you are out of the law’s J]n‘isdzct'lon.
The law of England cannot touch a Frenchman while he lives
under the protection of his own Emperor. You are not under
the law, but you-are under grace. The law of Sinai cannot
touch you, for you are out of its jurisdietion. You are not in
Sinai or in Arabia. You are not the son of Hagar or the son of
a handmaid, you are the son of Sarah, and are come fo
Jerusalem and are free. You are out of Arabia, and are come
to God’s own happy land. Youare a child of promise, and you
shall have God’s own inheritance,  Believe this, that never
shall a law-stroke fall on you; never shall God’s anger m a
judicial sense drop on you. He may give youa ehastlsm.g
stroke, not as the result of sin, but rather as the result of his
own rich grace, that would get the sin out of you, that you
may be perfected in sanctifieation, even as you are now perfect
and complete before him in the blood and righteousness of
Jesus Christ.

1V. I must spend the last minute or two in saying waaT THIS
TRXT EXCLUDES. -

What does it exclude? Well, I am sure it excludes boasting,
“He that believeth is not condemned.” Ah! if it said, “ He
that worketk is not condemned,” then you and I might boast in
any quantity. But when it says, “ He that believeth”—why thel.'e
is no room for us to say half a word for old self. No, Lord, if
} am not condemned, it is thy free grace, for I have deserved to
be condemned a thousand times since I have been in this pulpit
tonight. When I am on my knees, and I am not condemned,
1 am sure it must be sovereign grace, for even when I am pray-
ing, T deserve to be condemned. Even when we are repfanting
we sre sinning, and adding to our sins while we are repenting of
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them. Every act we do, as the result of the flesh, is 10 sin
again, and our best performances.are so stained with sin, that it
is hard to know whether they are good works or bad works. So
far as they are our own, they are bad, and so fur as they are the
works of the Spirit, they are good. - But then the goodness is
not ours, it is the Spirit’s, and only the evil remains to us. Ah,
then, we cannot boast ! Begone,'pride ! begone! The Christian
must be a humble man. If he lift up his head to say something,
then he is nothing indeed. Tle does not know where he is, or
where he stands, when he once begins to boast, as though his
own right hand had gotten him the victory. Leave off boasting,
Christian. Live humbly before thy God, and never let a word
of self-congratulation escape thy lips. Sacrifice self, and let thy
song be before the throne—% Not unto us, not unto us, but untd
thy name be glory forever.”

What next does the text exclude? Methinks it vught to ex
clude—(now I am abont to smite myself)—it ought to exclude
doubts and fears. “He that believeth is not condemned,” How
dare you and 1 draw such long faces, and go about as we do
sometimes ag though we had a world of cares upon our backs?
What would I have given ten or eleven years ago if I could
have known this text was sure to me, that I was not condemned.
Why, I thought if T covld feel I was onee forgiven, and had to
live on bread and water, and be locked up in a dungeon, and
every day be flogged with a cat-o’-nine tails, I would gladly have
accepted it, if T eonld have once felt my sins forgiven. Now,
you are a forgiven man, and yet you are cast down! Oh! shame
on you. No condemmnation! and yet miserable ? Fie; Churis.
tian! Get thee up, and wipe the tears from your eyes. Oh!
if there be a person lying in jail now, to be executed next week,
if you could go to him and say, “ You are pardoned,” would he
not spring up with delight from his seat, and although he might
have lost his goods, and though it would be possible for him, uf-
ter pardon, to have to suffor many things, yet, so long as [ife
was spared, what would all this be to him? He would fcel that
it was less than nothing. Now, Christian, you are pardoaed,
your sing are all forgiven. Christ has sald to you, “Thy sins,
which are many, are all forgiven thee”—and art thou yet miy

e o R R ket a4ea s T s et b A——- b a st

NONE BUT JESUS—BECOND PART 291

erable? Well, if we must be so sometimes, let us make it as
short as we can. If we must be sometimes.cast down, let us
ask the Lord to Jift us up again. Iam afraid some of us get
into bad habits, and come to make it a atter of practice to be
downeast, Mind, Christian, mind, it will grow upon you‘—th::m
peevish spirit—if you do not resist that sinfulness at first, it will
get worse with you. If you do not come to God to turn th.csm
doubts and fears out of you, they will soon swarm upon you like
flies in Egypt. Whaon you are able to kill the first grev:t douht,
you will perhaps kill & huridred ; for one great doubt will bree:l
a thousand, and to kill the mother is to kill the whole brood.
Therefore, look with all thy eyes against the first doubt, st
thou shouldst become confirmed in thy despondency, and grow
into sad despair. - “ ITo that belicveth on him is not eondemned.”
If this excludes boasting, it ought to exclude doubts too,

Once more. “He that believeth on him is not condemned.”
This excludes sinning any more. My Lord, have I sinned agaiust
thee so many times, and yet hast thou freely furgiven e alt?
What stronger motive could 1 kave for keeping me from sinniugy
again?  Ah, there are some who are saying this is licentious
doctrine. A thousand devils rolled into one, must the man he

~ who can find any licentiousness here.  What! go and sin be-

cause I am forgiven? Go and live in iniquity because Jesus
Christ took my guilt and saffered in my room and stead? Hu-
man nature is bad enough, but methinks this is the very worst
state of human nature, when it trics to draw an argument for
sin from the free grace of God. Bad as [ am, I do feel this, that
it is hard to sin against a pardoning God. It is far havder to sin
against the blood of Christ, and against a sense of pardon, tg.lmu
it is against the terrors of the law and the fear of hell itsclf, |
know. that when 1y soul is most alarmed by a dread of the
wrath of God, I can sin with comfort compared with what T coul.|
when | have a sense of' his love shed abroad in my heart. What
‘more monstrous! to read your title clear, and sin? Oh, vilo
rebrobate! you are on the borders of the deepest hell. But [
10 sure, if you are a child of God, you will say when you have
read your title clear, and feel yourself justified in Christ Jesus,
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“ Now, for the love I beay his name,
What was my gain, I count.my loas ;
My former pride I call my shame,
And nail my glory to his eross,”

Yes, and I must and will esteem all things but loss for Jesys'
sake. O may my sonl be found in him, perfect in his righteons.
ness! - This will make you live near to him; this will make You
like unto him. Do not think that this doctrine, by dwelling on
it, will make you think lightly of sin, It will make you think
of it as a hard and stern excontiouer to put Christ to death ; ag
an awful load that could never be lifsod from you except by the
eternal arm of God; and then you will come to hate it with alj
your soul, because it is rebellion against a loving and gracious
God, and you shall by this means, fur better than by any Armi.
uian doubts, or any legal quibbles, be led to walk in the foos-
steps of your Lord Jesus, and to follow the Lamb whithersogver
he goeth.

I think this whole sermou, though I have been Preaching to
the children of Glod, is meant for sinners too. Sinner, [.would
that thou didst say so. If you know this, that ke that believesh
is not condemned, then sinner, if thou believest, thou wilt not be
condemned ; and may all I have %aid to-night help you to this
belief in thy soul. Oh, but sayest thou, “May I srust Christ "
As I said this morning, it is not a question of whether-you may
or may not, you are commanded. The Serj pture commands the
gospel to be preached to-every creature, and the gospel is,  Be.
lieve in the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved.” I know
you will be too proud to do it, unless God by his grace should
humble you. But if ye feel tonight that you are nothing, and
have nothing of your own, I think you will be right glad to take
Christ to be your allin-all. If you can say with poor Jack, the
Huckster— '

“I'm a poor sinner and nothing at all,"
You may go on and say with him, this night,
“But Jesus Chriat is my all in ali”

God grant that it may be so, for his name’s sake, Awury,

SERMON XVIII

THE CHAFF DRIVEN AWAY

[ ExceepiveLy pointed and searching, this sermon is full of
truth terrible to the wicked. It is direct, lucid and em'ne_stl;
very severe no doubt it would be thought by those to whom it
was specially addressed. Its illustrations, mainly §usgested b'y
the figure in the text, are apt, forcible, and full of 1'1fe,. It is
one of those subjects in which the preacher’s peculiar power
over an audience is seen to advantage. Ie mentions this ser-
mon as one which had been specially blessed ‘to the saving of
souls. It was preached at Surrey Music Hall, Oct. 23, 1859.]

“The ungodly are not e0; but are like the chaff which the wind driveth
away."—Psatu i 4

Axp who are the ungodly? Are they open and wilful sinners
~—men who take God’s name in vain, and blaspheme—men who
break the laws of man, the laws of the Stai‘,e——men who are
scarcely to be trusted with liberty? Certainly .these are in-
cluded, but these are not mainly intended. While :s,uch men
come under the category of “sinners” and “scorners, E;’here is
another class expressly aimed at by the term “ungodly. An;d
who are the ungodly? Are they the men W'h(.) deny God ‘;,
existence, who neglect the outward forms .of rehgu.)n, who seo )
at everything that is sacred, and make a jest of 'thmgs at \\ih}tc :
angels tremble? These are included, most certainly, but ne}FfeIn
are these the men specially aimed at. They ave the seornful.
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